Nov 21 2010 Jeremiah 23:5, 6
THE DAYS ARE COMING
This is the Sunday before Thanksgiving where we continue to remember to give thanks to our Father in heaven for the great things he has done. Part of a hymn some of you might know, and I forgot last week, goes, “Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give thanks to the Holy One; Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son….. And now let the weak say “I am strong.” Let the poor say “I am rich” because of what the Lord has done for us…give thanks.”  So I hope many of you are thankful for the things he has done for you. And so this Sunday prior to Thanksgiving let us not forget to give thanks to our wonderful God for His Son Jesus, and also thank Him for our family and friends and all that he has provided for each of us. We celebrate his blessings and give thanks.

But it is also the day that the church sets aside to remember Jesus is the King of kings, Lord of lords. After all, didn’t the Magi come in search of the baby King who was born in Bethlehem?  And at his trial didn’t Pilate refer to him as king of the Jews? In fact, when Jesus was crucified a plaque over his head read JESUS OF NAZARETH: THE KING OF THE JEWS which angered the religious leaders and they asked Pilate to take down the sign, but he wouldn’t. He said, “What I have written, I have written.” Hadn’t Pilate’s crew made a crown of thorns and placed it upon his head? Hadn’t they put a purple rope signifying royalty around his shoulders and gave him a scepter as they beat and bruised him? Didn’t they walk around him, bow, and call him king while spitting in his face? As they mocked and laughed at him, as he stood before Pilate and the religious leaders to hear his sentence to be crucified, as he hung there on the cross, the world came to know that the kingdom of God was near to all because of Jesus, but many didn’t recognize his kingship.  The world would know that Jesus was more than a king; he was King of kings and Lord of lords. The world would come to know that his kingdom was not of this earth, but his kingdom was in heaven, a place where he shall reign forever and ever. And as we know from Scriptures, one day the King of kings will come back to this earth to take all his subjects with him where all will enjoy the peace and joy of the Kingdom of God. Praise the Lord! Hallelujah!
Our lesson this morning comes from the Old Testament Prophet Jeremiah known as the weeping prophet because of his concern for God’s people who had strayed. King after king on this earth had not led God’s people correctly. In fact, each king’s reign seemed to get worse. Oh there were a couple  of times of revival but when you read the history of the kings you see how they had strayed away from worshipping the one true God and brought other God’s into their kingdoms that the people could worship, which certainly didn’t please God.

It is at this point of time that God raised up Jeremiah to bring his message of restoration and hope, a message of a new covenant, “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God and they will be my people,” says the Lord. Though they were at war and just about ready to go into captivity, Jeremiah comes with a message for the people not to give up. Though things look bleak right now, a king is coming that is not like any other king they had ever known or seen. This King would come out of the line of David, a king who would rule wisely. Could it be that Jeremiah is thinking about the Messiah, the one who is to come one day? You bet!
In the midst of turmoil and frustration and lack of hope, listen to the words of the weeping prophet, words of hope for a lost world today. 23:5-6 READ

“The days are coming” declares the Lord.”
You know if you look around today you will see signs of things to come too. Change has come to our government. Change has come to our political system as we know it. Change has come to our society, our world. And other changes are upon us for the weather has changed and the days of winter are upon us, though some of these last few days I’m not sure. Look in stores or in the newspaper or watch TV and you see the days of Christmas are here as well. Don’t think so? Look at the ads in the paper or on TV. And then this Friday is that dreaded “black Friday” when all the great deals will draw thousands around this country to the stores. Why on TV I saw a woman in training for weeks getting ready to be at Target at 4:30 a.m. when the stores open. Oh, that was just a Target commercial.  In fact our church begins to prepare for Advent this week by having Greening of the church next Saturday from 4-6 pm and all are invited. Then next Sunday begins the season of Advent remembering and preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

Bill Gaither has a hymn that tells us something about the Kingship of Jesus. It’s a victory song that reminds us that one day the King of Kings will come again. Paul tells us in the first letter to the Thessalonians there will come a day when the clouds will be rolled back as a scroll and the trumpets will sound, and the Lord will descend and take those who are his followers home to heaven where, as Paul states, “so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words.” The chorus to the song goes like this. “The King is coming, the King is coming, I just heard the trumpet sounding, and now his face I see. The King is coming, the King is coming, Praise God, he’s coming for me.”
Two things for today about the King who was to come.
First He would establish a mighty kingdom. Once there was a lion that was proud of being known as “The King of The Jungle.” One day he decided to make sure all the other animals knew he was their king so he went in search of his “subjects.” He was so confident that he bypassed the smaller, less fearful animals, the ones he knew he could defeat, and headed right for a giant bear. The lion roared at the big bear, “Who’s the king of the jungle?” The bear trembled and cowardly said, “You are, of course.” So the lion growled a large proud growl threw his main and chin high in praise and moved on and ran into a ferocious tiger. He looked the tiger right in his eyes and with a loud roar asked the tiger the same question and once again came back the words, ‘Why, you are the greatest and most feared in this land, oh, king lion.” He was as proud of himself as he strutted around his domain to the next animal that happened to be an elephant. The lion climbed up on a ledge and got right up in the elephants face and roared loudly, but the elephant didn’t budge. He roared again, even louder and said to the elephant, “Who is the king of the jungle?” The elephant that was drinking some water from the river quickly reached out and grabbed the lion with its trunk, whirled him around in the air 3 or 4 times, slammed him on the ground and pounded him several times before giving him a bath in the water almost drowning him and then threw him up on the shore. The dazed and bewildered lion, beaten, bruised and battered, struggled to his feet, climbed back onto the ledge, got back his composure, looked through his bloody eyes right into the elephants eyes and said, “Look, just because you don’t know the answer is no reason for you to get mean about it.”

You know, maybe that was what Jeremiah was thinking when he was speaking to the people about all those kings that had failed the people. One after the other wanted to be king of the jungle, but you know, they always ran into a buzz saw, a big elephant with a nasty trunk. When God saw stuff they were doing he often raised up another army that would come and put that king in his place as he trampled the king and his kingdom. One after the other they rose to power and one after the other they were taken down. The mighty kings ran into a herd of elephants that took them down for the count.

Jeremiah in speaking to the people was also speaking to the king and his men that though they thought they were strong another king waited in the wings that would take him and his people into slavery. One day they would fall. One day the elephant from Babylon would come and swing him around and around and rough him up into submission and the people would then be carted off to be his slaves. 
However, Jeremiah stands before them to remind them that there is a mightier King yet to come. He uses the words he got from God himself as he proclaims, “Time’s coming when I’ll establish a truly righteous branch, a ruler who knows how to rule justly. He’ll make sure of justice and keep people united. In his time Judah will be secure again and Israel will live in safety. This is the name they’ll give him… ‘God-Who-Puts-Everything-Right.’    
That leads to the second thing; it will be a kingdom of grace. Going back to the beginning of this passage when we see the warnings about those shepherds who have scattered God’s flock, not gathering them in, we find grace in the words, “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock and bring them back to their pasture where they will be fruitful and increase in numbers. I will place a shepherd over them who will tend them and they will no longer be afraid or terrified nor will any be missing,” declares the Lord.”
In the midst of turmoil, hope.  In the midst of discouragement, grace. That’s part of the message we find in today’s Scripture. You see, there are times in our own lives that we feel like the lion. Oh, maybe not the proud lion of our story. No…maybe we are like the cowardly lion in the story of Oz who was looking to be brave and courageous. We have joined the likes of Dorothy, the lion, the scarecrow and the tin man looking for a way to solve our problems and be joyful. Maybe that could describe not only us but those in Jeremiah’s day who one day soon would find themselves in captivity wondering if what Jeremiah told them would ever come true. We hear about hope and grace, but when will all those things happen?
We know it did happen one day when those in exile returned home to rebuild their walls and their homes and their faith. God’s kingdom of grace poured out on those who trusted in him, those who were willing to take the chance and trust their God. 

Today we the church should understand that the King is going to come one day to establish his kingdom once again so that we will all be part of his kingdom. So we are told to hang on. We don’t give up hope. We trust. We believe and believe and believe. Like the mailpersons whose motto is “through thick and thin” we too walk on, we walk on through the wind, we walk on through the rain, walk on, walk on with hope in our hearts for we never walk along.” Man, wouldn’t that make a great song. Oh it already has. We are told to stay firm in our faith, to grow in our faith, to look ahead keeping our eyes focused on the prize that awaits us. There might be many false shepherds out there like Jim Jones and David Koresh who led some people astray. But  you know, there are other shepherds like Billy Graham, Max Lucado, Rick Warren, and others including present company, who preach and teach the truth about salvation and God’s love, those who have kept to their faith in their God and have fought the good fight and plant the seeds of faith no matter where they go. 
So it is today that we celebrate the Kingship of our Lord Jesus. From time to time we sing such chorus’s like “He is Lord.  He is Lord! He has risen from the grave and he is Lord. Every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”  

         Then we are reminded of his Lordship when we sing, “Majesty, worship his majesty. Unto Jesus be all glory honor and praise; Majesty, kingdom authority flow from his throne unto his own, His anthem raise. So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus. Magnify, come glorify, Christ Jesus the King. Majesty, worship his majesty, Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all kings.”
In Hansel’s Messiah a tradition is said to have originated with the first London performance of Messiah, which was attended by King George, II. As the first notes of the triumphant Hallelujah Chorus rang out, the king rose to his feet and remained standing until the end of the chorus. Royal protocol 
has always dictated that when the monarch stands, everyone in his (or her) presence is required to stand. Thus, the entire audience and orchestra stood when the king stood during the performance, initiating a tradition that has lasted more than two centuries. The exact reason why the King stood at that point has been lost in history, but I found the most popular reasons are:
He was so moved by the performance that he raised to his feet…. He rose out of tribute to the composer…. As was and is the custom, one stands in the presence of royalty as a sign of respect. The Hallelujah chorus clearly places Christ as King of Kings and in standing; King George II accepts that he too is subject to the Lord of Lords. (I’d like to think that was why he stood and led the people to realize that they were in the presence of the King of Kings who reigns forever and ever.) Linda plays
There is another story told about this chorus. Handel's assistant walked into Handel's room after shouting to him for several minutes with no response. The assistant reportedly found Handel in tears, and when asked what was wrong, Handel held up the score to this movement and said, "I thought I saw the face of God." (internet)
This morning as we prepare for Thanksgiving and for Advent, let us not forget God’s kingdom. 
The King is coming. The king is coming I can hear the trumpet sounding…..Rejoice! The Lord is king!
